News release
For immediate release

Wahpeton Dakota Nation and Prince Albert Grand Council Celebrate Opening of
New Adult and Family Treatment Centre

October 4th, 2024— Wahpeton Dakota Nation, Saskatchewan — Indigenous Services
Canada

Today, the Yuasni Treatment Centre is celebrating the grand opening of the holistic
substance use treatment facility for adults and families. The centre provides counselling
services with a significant focus on supporting family wellness, cultural knowledge
sharing, life skills development, education and awareness, and land-based therapeutic
activities.

The treatment centre includes six family suites with two bedrooms and two individual
suites, as well as a cultural room located at the centre of the facility that will be used for
holistic practice, smudging, and ceremonies. The facility also includes two classrooms
for continuing education and a multi-purpose room for physical activity, large group
gatherings and programming.

The treatment centre supports culturally safe spaces where clients will take part in a
balanced and purposeful program that facilitates the healing of the whole person.

Indigenous Services Canada supported the construction of the treatment facility with
$9.8 million in funding.

Quotes

"The act of colonization through displacement, discrimination and systemic racism has
caused intergenerational trauma for Indigenous Peoples. Keeping Indigenous care in
Indigenous hands is an integral part of the Government’s of Canada work toward
reconciliation, and we will continue to support the Yuasni Treatment Centre in providing
a safe space for Indigenous people on their paths to recovery."
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The Honourable Patty Hajdu
Minister of Indigenous Services

“Today is an important moment for our communities. The Yuasni Treatment Centre is
very meaningful because it offers healing in a way that respects our traditions and
cultural values. It provides families and individuals with the support they need to regain
their strength and well-being. We are proud to see this facility open, and we believe it
will have a lasting impact, helping many people in their journey to recovery.”

Grand Chief Brian Hardlotte
Prince Albert Grand Council

"Wahpeton Dakota Nation is honored to be the host site for Yuasni Tipi Treatment
Centre located on 94B. On behalf of Wahpeton Dakota Nation we would like to thank
the PMT for all their hard work. The treatment centre staff and programs will support
and benefit First Nations families through their healing journeys."

Chief John Waditaka
Wahpeton Dakota Nation

“We are grateful to the Wahpeton Dakota Nation for sharing their sacred lands for the
location of our facility. We are honored and excited to open the Yuasni Tipi Family
Treatment Centre to First Nations families across Canada. The families will participate
in land-based healing, cultural and ceremonial practices, and family focus sacred living.
The 7 sacred teachings will be guided by the Elders as each family begins to heal from
their addictions. We envision the families experience to be of comfort,

connect, freedom, and safety during their stay.”

Angelique Clinton

Director, Yuasni Tipi Family Treatment Centre
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Quick facts
e The Sakwatamo Lodge treatment program has been relocated from James Smith

Cree Nation to Wahpeton Dakota Nation and was renamed Yuasni Tipi Family
Treatment Centre.

e The Yuasni Treatment Centre is located in Wahpeton Dakota Nation, which is
12 miles northwest of the city of Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.
Associated links

e Wahpeton Dakota Nation Website
e Prince Albert Grand Council Website
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For more information, media may contact:

Jennifer Kozelj

Press Secretary

Office of the Honourable Patty Hajdu

Minister of Indigenous Services and Minister responsible for FedNor
jennifer.kozelj@sac-isc.gc.ca

ISC Media Relations
819-953-1160
media@sac-isc.gc.ca

Tina Pelletier
Communications Consultant
Prince Albert Grand Council
tpelletier@pagc.net

Stay connected
Join the conversation about Indigenous Peoples in Canada:
X: @GClIndigenous and @PAGC_main

Facebook: @GCIndigenous and @Prince Albert Grand Council (PAGC)
Instagram: @gcindigenous and @Prince Albert Grand Council (PAGC)

You can subscribe to receive our news releases and speeches via RSS feeds. For more
information or to subscribe, visit www.isc.gc.ca/RSS.
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Yuasni Treatment Centre
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